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WILLY BLASER is a Swiss freelance journalist living in the Philippines 
and specialising in travel and mountaineering. While researching for a 
paper on Swiss mountaineers in the Himalaya he became interested in the 
story of Boss and Kaufmann who accompanied W W Graham to Kabru. 
He became convinced their claims were valid and in 2005 travelled to 
Sikkim to gain first-hand experience of the mountain and its neighbours.

ANTONIO GÓMEZ BOHÓRQUEZ lives in Murcia, Spain. A librarian 
and documentalist (information scientist), he specialises in ascents in the 
north Peruvian ranges. He has written two books: La Cordillera Blanca de 
los Andes, selección de ascensiones, excursiones and Cordillera Blanca, Escaladas, 
Parte Norte.He has climbed since 1967, with first ascents including Spanish 
Direct on the north face of Cima Grande di Lavaredo, Italy (1977), Pilar del 
Cantábrico del Naranjo de Bulnes, Spain (1980), east face of Cerro Parón 
(La Esfinge, 5325m), Peru (1985) and the south-east face (1988).

KESTER BROWN is the managing editor/designer of publications for 
the New Zealand Alpine Club. He produces the club’s quarterly magazine 
The Climber and the annual NZ Alpine Journal. He is a rock climber and 
mountaineer of 17 years standing and lives in Lyttelton, NZ.

DEREK BUCKLE is a retired medicinal chemist now acting part-time 
as a consultant to the pharmaceutical industry. With plenty of free time 
he spends much of this rock-climbing, ski-touring and mountaineering in 
various parts of the world. Despite climbing, his greatest challenges are 
finding time to accompany his wife on more traditional holidays and the 
filling of his passport with exotic and expensive visas.

ROB COLLISTER lives in North Wales and earns his living as a mountain 
guide. He continues to derive enormous pleasure as well as profit from all 
aspects of mountains and mountaineering.

KELLY CORDES lives in Estes Park, Colorado, near the entrance to 
Rocky Mountain National Park, where he regularly chases windmills to 
prepare for bigger ventures abroad. He’s established difficult new lines in 
alpine style in Alaska, Peru, Pakistan, and Patagonia. He works as the 
senior editor for the American Alpine Journal.

JIM CURRAN, formerly a lecturer at the University of the West of 
England, is a painter, freelance writer and film-maker. He has taken part 
in 16 expeditions to the Himalaya and South America. Books include K2, 
Triumph and Tragedy, Suspended Sentences and The Middle-Aged Mountaineer. 
Several years ago now he returned to his original discipline of landscape 
painting.
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EVELIO ECHEVARRÍA was born in Santiago, Chile, and teaches 
Hispanic Literature at Colorado State University. He has climbed in North 
and South America, and has contributed numerous articles to Andean, 
North American and European journals.

PATRICE GLAIRON-RAPPAZ works as a mountain guide in the 
mountain rescue service. He and Stéphane Benoist have formed a strong 
unit in high-end alpinism. Patrice has climbed many routes on the north 
face of Grandes Jorasses, including the first solo ascent of No Siesta, 
while further afield he has done several routes on El Capitan, repeated 
the Fowler-Watts route on Taullijaru (2002), pioneered One Way Ticket on 
Thalay Sagar (2004), Unforgiven on Chomo Lonzo north summit (2005) 
and finally Are You Experienced? on Nuptse (2008), his finest high-altitude 
achievement.

KAZUYA HIRAIDE works in ICI-Ishii Sports, one of Japan’s biggest 
mountain gear shops, in Tokyo. He is also a professional video cameraman 
and photographer. Born May 1979, he is a graduate of Tokai University 
Alpine Club. In 2001 he summited the east peak of Kula Kangri (a first 
ascent) and Cho Oyu. In July 2009 he summited Gasherbrum I with 
Veikka Gustafsson from Finland.

GLYN HUGHES is an ex Hon Secretary of the Alpine Club, but is feeling 
much better now. He accepts that he is somewhat past his prime as far as 
mountaineering is concerned and now occupies the two equally important 
and apparently synergistic roles of Hon Archivist and barman.
 
DEREK FORDHAM, when not dreaming of the Arctic, practises as an 
architect and runs an Arctic photographic library. He is secretary of the 
Arctic Club and has led 21 expeditions to the Canadian Arctic, Greenland 
and Svalbard to ski, climb or share the life of the Inuit.

MICK FOWLER works for Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs and, 
by way of contrast, likes to inject as much memorable adventure and 
excitement into his climbing ventures. He has climbed extensively in the 
UK and has regularly led expeditions to the greater ranges for more than 
25 years. He has written two books, Vertical Pleasure (1995) and On Thin Ice 
(2005).

JOHN GIMBLETT is a teacher and poet living in South Wales. He has 
travelled widely in India and Asia, and spent time in the western Himalaya 
region of India. His new book Monkey – Selected India Poems was published 
in January 2009, by Cinnamon Press (www.johngimblett.com)

STEPHEN GOODWIN renounced daily newspaper journalism on The 
Independent for a freelance existence in Cumbria, mixing writing and climbing. A 
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precarious balance was maintained until 2003 when he was persuaded to take on 
the editorship of the Alpine Journal and ‘getting out’ became elusive again.

LINDSAY GRIFFIN is currently serving what he hopes will be only 
a temporary sentence as an armchair mountaineer. However, he is still 
keeping up to speed on international affairs through his work with Mountain 
INFO and as Chairman of the MEF Screening and BMC International 
committees.

ELIZABETH ‘LIZZY’ HAWKER is passionate about mountains, 
wilderness and the Antarctic – and deeply committed to our responsibility 
of working towards both environmental and social sustainability. An 
environmental scientist, with a PhD in Polar Oceanography, she is now 
trying to balance freelance writing with her mountaineering and ski-
mountaineering aspirations, and her career as an endurance runner. Her 
achievements include Gold at the 2006 100km World Championships.

MARK HAWORTH-BOOTH served as a curator at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum from 1970-2004 and helped to build up its great collection 
of photography. He is now Visiting Professor of Photography at the 
University of the Arts London.

DICK ISHERWOOD has been a member of the Alpine Club since 1970. 
His climbing record includes various buildings in Cambridge, lots of old-
fashioned routes on Cloggy, a number of obscure Himalayan peaks, and 
a new route on the Piz Badile (in 1968). He now follows Tilman’s dictum 
about old men on high mountains and limits his efforts to summits just a 
little under 20,000 feet.

HARISH KAPADIA has climbed in the Himalaya since 1960, with 
ascents up to 6800m. He is Hon Editor of both the Himalayan Journal and 
the HC Newsletter. In 1993 he was awarded the IMF’s Gold Medal and in 
1996 he was made an Hon Member of the Alpine Club. He has written 
several books including High Himalaya Unknown Valleys, Spiti: Adventures in 
the Trans-Himalaya and, with Soli Mehta, Exploring the Hidden Himalaya. In 
2003 he was awarded the Patron’s Gold Medal by the Royal Geographical 
Society.

PAUL KNOTT is a lecturer in business strategy at the University of 
Canterbury, New Zealand. He previously lived in the UK. He enjoys 
exploratory climbing in remote mountains and since 1990 has undertaken 
13 expeditions to Russia, Central Asia, Alaska and the Yukon. He has also 
climbed new routes in the Southern Alps and on desert rock in Oman and 
Morocco.
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HYWEL LLOYD has been a keen mountaineer for many years.  Apart from the 
Alps where he has climbed and ski-toured, often with Ingram, his wife, Hywel’s 
enthusiasm for more far-flung places has taken him to Iceland, Iran, the Garhwal, 
Joshua Tree (USA), Karakoram, Morocco, Norway, Peru, Slovakia and, recently, 
Mongolia.  Hywel is Chairman of the Trustees of the Alpine Club Library.

JEFFREY MATHES McCARTHY is chair of Environmental Studies and 
associate professor of English at Westminster College in Utah. He is an 
active climber with first ascents in Alaska and the Pacific North-west. His 
writing is published in both academic and climbing journals. He edited 
Contact: mountain climbing and environmental thinking (2008).

JIM MILLEDGE has been involved in high-altitude medicine and 
physiology since 1960 when he was a member of the ‘Silver Hut’ scientific 
and mountaineering expedition, Nepal. A general and respiratory 
physician, he retired from the NHS in 1995.

MIKE MORTIMER started climbing regularly whilst at Leeds University 
in the early sixties. He first visited the Alps in 1966 and has been a 
devotee ever since. He has particularly favoured the Kaisergebirge and 
the Dolomites where he has made many ascents of the classics with his 
wife Marjorie. He was introduced to the delights of Jebel El Kest by Chris 
Bonington and now regards this as an essential venue at least twice a year.

TAMOTSU NAKAMURA has been climbing new routes in the greater 
ranges since his first successes in the Cordillera Blanca of Peru in 1961. 
He has lived in Pakistan, Mexico, New Zealand and Hong Kong and 
has made 30 trips to the ‘Alps of Tibet’ – the least-known mountains in 
East Tibet and the Hengduan mountains of Yunnan, Sichuan, East Tibet 
and Qinghai. He recently retired as editor of the Japanese Alpine News but 
continues as contributing editor. He received the RGS Busk Medal in 2008 
and has recently been awarded the 4th Japan Sports Prize.

BERNARD NEWMAN started climbing the day England won the 
World Cup, so you’d think he’d be better at it by now. He joined the 
Leeds University Union Climbing Club in 1968 when Mike Mortimer was 
President, and was closely associated with that exceptional group of rock 
climbers and super-alpinists which included Syrett, MacIntyre, Baxter-
Jones, Porter and Hall, without any of their talent rubbing off. One-time 
geologist, editor of Mountain and Climber, Bernard is now a ‘freelance’ 
writer, editor and photographer.

ANDY PARKIN is still pushing at frontiers as both an artist and 
mountaineer. Active on the UK rock-climbing scene in the 1970s, he settled 
in the Chamonix valley, gaining a reputation for his painting and sculpting, 
along with hard routes such as Beyond Good and Evil on the Aiguilles des 
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Pèlerins. Andy is commited to exploratory mountaineering: Patagonia, 
Tierra del Fuego and now Nepal have become favourite locations.

ROGER PAYNE has undertaken more than 25 lightweight trips to remote 
and difficult high-altitude peaks. He has served as the National Officer then 
General Secretary of the BMC, then Development Director of the UIAA. 
Originally from west London, Payne lives in Leysin, Switzerland, from 
where he pursues his enjoyment of climbing and mountaineering, and also 
his interests in mountain development and organisational leadership. He is 
currently president of the British Association of Mountain Guides.

SIMON PIERSE is a painter and art historian based in mid-Wales, 
where he lectures at Aberystwyth University. He is interested in 
mountain landscape, art and identity and wrote Kangchenjunga: Imaging 
a Himalayan Mountain to accompany the exhibition held at the AC 
in May 2005, to mark the 50th anniversary of the first ascents. He is a 
member of the Royal Watercolour Society and an AC artist associate.  
(www.simonpierse.co.uk)

SIMON RICHARDSON is a petroleum engineer based in Aberdeen. 
Experience gained in the Alps, Andes, Patagonia, Canada, the Himalaya, 
Alaska and the Yukon is put to good use most winter weekends whilst 
exploring and climbing in the Scottish Highlands. 

ANDREW ROSS studied mathematics at Christ Church College 
Oxford from 2001 to 2005, but really he spent four years climbing and 
mountaineering. He was President of the Oxford University Mountaineering 
Club, 2003-2004, co-edited the 2005 edition of Oxford Mountaineering, 
and was on the OUMC Centenary Committee, primarily spending time 
researching the history of the club.

C A RUSSELL, who formerly worked with a City bank, devotes much of 
his time to mountaineering and related activities. He has climbed in many 
regions of the Alps, in the Pyrenees, East Africa, North America and the 
Himalaya.

BILL RUTHVEN, an Honorary Member of the Alpine Club, has been 
confined to a wheelchair for some 12 years, so relishes the opportunity that 
being Hon Secretary of the Mount Everest Foundation gives him to ‘put 
something back’ into the sport that dominated his life for the previous half 
century. If you are planning an exploratory trip to a high/remote area, why 
not find out from him whether it is likely to be eligible for MEF support?

YUSUKE SATO is the most active member of the Giri-Giri Boys and has 
participated in most of their expeditions to Alaska and the Himalaya. He 
has been climbing for more than 10 years and in July 2009 repeated Mick 
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Fowler’s Golden Pillar of Spantik route with the same partners as on the 
2008 Kalanka success. Sato lives in Yamanashi, Japan, with his wife and 
daughter and works as an engineer.

VICTOR SAUNDERS was born in Lossiemouth and grew up in Peninsu-
lar Malaysia. He started climbing in the Alps in 1978 and has climbed in 
the Andes, Antarctica, Papua, Rockies, Caucasus, India, Pakistan, Nepal 
and Bhutan. Formerly a London-based architect, he is now a UIAGM 
guide based in Chamonix. When not working he likes to relax on steep bits 
of rock and ice. His first book, Elusive Summits, won the Boardman Tasker 
prize. In 2007 he received an honorary MA from the University of Stirling 
for services to Scottish mountaineering and between 2004 and 2008 has 
successfully guided Everest four times.

MARCELO SCANU is an Argentine climber, born in 1970, who lives in 
Buenos Aires. He specialises in ascending virgin mountains and volcanoes 
in the Central Andes. His articles and photographs about alpinism, trekking, 
and mountain history, archaeology and ecology appear in prominent 
magazines in Europe and America. When not climbing, he works for a 
workers’ union.

MARTIN SCOTT has lived and worked in many countries as an exploration 
geophysicist and later in computing. Now that he is retired, he has more 
time to pursue his great interest in first ascents of obscure remote peaks, 
in pursuit of which he has climbed in Tibet, Sichuan, India, Greenland, 
Nepal, Bolivia, Ecuador, Indonesia, Peru, Pakistan and Alaska. 

UELI STECK was born in Emmental in October 1976 and worked as a 
carpenter before becoming a professional alpinist. Just taking his diary for 
the first seven months of 2009: in January he climbed the Schmid Route on 
the Matterhorn in 1hr 56mins, April he shared in Piolets d’Or for his ascent 
with Simon Anthamatten of the NW face of Teng Kangpoche, May he 
free-climbed Golden Gate on El Cap, and in July he summited Gasherbrum 
II by the normal route, taking 14.5hrs from camp 2 at 6500m to the top 
(8035m) and back to camp 2.

KEI TANIGUCHI works in Tokyo as a facilitator for outdoor activities. 
Born in July 1972, she has devoted herself to adventure racing, trail running 
and mountain biking as well as climbing. Her first high mountain was 
Denali in 2001 and she was a member of clean-up expeditions to Mount 
Everest in 2002 and 2003. In June-July 2009 she made an unsuccessful 
attempt at a first ascent of Khinyang Chhish East, Karakoram.
 
JOHN TOWN is a retired university administrator. He has climbed in the 
Alps, Caucasus, Altai, Andes, Turkey and Kamchatka, and explored little-
known mountain areas of Mongolia, Yunnan and Tibet. He is old enough 
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to remember the days without satellite photos and GPS.

DAVE TURNER spent his 26th birthday on Cerro Escudo in the Torres del 
Paine. Based in northern California, he has made more than a dozen solo 
ascents of El Capitan, including three solo new routes, and has completed 
five expeditions to South America. In 2009 he switched his attention to 
Baffin Island and climbed a new route (VI 5.10 A3 M5 60°) solo on the 
1400m north face of Broad Peak in a 39-hour round push.

DAVE WYNNE-JONES used to teach before he learnt his lesson. He has 
spent over 30 years exploring the hills and crags of Britain and climbed all 
the Alpine 4000m peaks. By the 1990s annual alpine seasons had given 
way to explorative climbing further afield, including Jordan, Morocco, 
Russia and Ecuador, though ski-mountaineering took him back to the Alps 
in winter. Expedition destinations have included Pakistan, Peru, Alaska, 
the Yukon, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, India and China with a respectable tally of 
first ascents.

SIMON YATES has, over the last 25 years, climbed and travelled from 
Alaska in the west to New Zealand in the east, from the Canadian Arctic 
in the north to the tip of South America. He is the author of two books, 
Against The Wall and The Flame of Adventure. As well as writing, Simon runs 
his own commercial expedition company (www.mountaindream.co.uk) 
and is a popular lecturer.

KATSUTAKA YOKOYAMA is a founding figure of the Giri-Giri Boys. 
He and fellow member Fumitaka Ichimura have climbed together in 
Alaska, the Andes and Himalaya as well as their native mountains. Their 
enchaînement on Denali with Yusuke Sato was an application of link-up 
games played in Japanese winter climbing to the highest mountain of 
North America. Yokoyama participated in the BMC International Winter 
Meet in 2007 and was so impressed he started a Japanese version of the 
event in 2008.


